18                                                 Paracelsus
Paracelsus seems to have inherited, became involved in a
political brawl, fell into disgrace, and lost his estate at auction.
His son Wilhelm, whom he had "by Dame------, his concubine
for seven years," was brought up at an uncle's farm in the vil-
lage of Rieth.1 This was Paracelsus' father.
As a natural child, Wilhelm had no legal right to bear his
father's noble name. By feudal law, the parent of lower birth
then determined one's station. Nor did he have any money. The
Students' Register of the University of Tubingen for 1481 listed
him as "pauper" under the name of Wilhelm von Rieth.2
He became a licentiate of medicine, but lack of funds,
wanderlust, or attraction to the alchemists interfered with his
post-graduate studies. He never received the doctor's kiss, the
title which would have raised him to the status of a patrician,
eligible to marry into a wealthy family. Instead, he wan-
dered through southern Germany and into Switzerland to the
old canton of Schwyz.
Winding south from the shores of lovely Lake Zurich, the an-
cient pilgrims' road leads to the shrine of Our Black Lady of
Einsiedeln. The Abbey looks down on the wild Siehl River,
whose picturesque cascades were crossed by travelers at the
Devil's Bridge. Beside this bridge stood an inn which the
Ochsner family, retainers of the Abbot, held in fee. The host's
daughter, Elsa, served as a nurse's aid in the nearby hospital
conducted by the monks.
In this inn, Wilhelm von Hohenheim settled as a country
doctor and treated the footsore pilgrims. In 1492 he married
Elsa Ochsner, and on St. Philip's Day of the following year, a
son was born to them.3 Doctor von Hohenheim called him Theo-
phrastus, dedicating him to the pursuit of knowledge. For Theo-
phrastus (Tyrtamos of Eresos) had been a great scientist of
antiquity, the successor of Aristotle as head of the Lyceum at
Athens.